
 

 

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT. 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW SERVICES DIVISION 
 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

VACATION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
According to Planning & Development Services Department records, no Commission member 
resides or has a place of business within 2,000 feet of the subject property.  All other possible 
conflicts should be declared upon the announcement of the item. 
 
REPORT TO THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION FROM DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
SERVICES DIVISION, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT, for Public 
Hearing and Executive Action on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at 1:00 P.M. at Council 
Chambers, City Hall, located at 175 5th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida. Procedures will be 
implemented to comply with the CDC guidelines during the Public Hearing, including mandatory 
face coverings and social distancing with limitations on the number of attendees within Council 
Chambers. The City’s Planning and Development Services Department requests that you visit 
the City website at www.stpete.org/meetings for up-to-date information.  

 
CASE NO.: 20-33000002 PLAT SHEET: E-58 

 
REQUEST: Approval of a vacation of the remaining 16-foot-wide stormwater 

and ingress/egress easement dedicated by OR Book 18349, Page 
232 et seq., located south of and adjacent to the vacated alley 
within Bridgetown Plat, Block 16 in the NSM-1 Zoning District. 

   
OWNER:    Pulte Home Company LLC  

2662 South Falkenburg Road 
Riverview, Florida 33578-2553 

 
AGENT:   Pulte Group 

2662 South Falkenburg Road   
Riverview, Florida 33578-2553 

 
ADDRESS:   311 112th Avenue Northeast 
 
PARCEL ID NO.:  18-30-17-11304-016-0010 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: On File 
 
ZONING:   Neighborhood Suburban Multi-Family (NSM-1) 

 

 

http://www.stpete.org/meetings
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Request.  The request is to vacate the remaining 16-foot-wide stormwater and ingress/egress 
easement dedicated by OR Book 18349, Page 232 et seq., located south of and adjacent to the 
vacated alley within Bridgetown Plat, Block 16 in the NSM-1 Zoning District. The initial request 
to vacate a 16-foot wide north/south stormwater ingress/egress easement in the Bridgetown 
Plat, Block 16 abutting Lots 1 through 26 was approved by City Council via Ordinance 1127-V 
(Attachment H) on October 1, 2020. The subject property is about 6.77 acres in size and zoned 
Neighborhood Suburban Multifamily - 1 (NSM-1) and is currently used for a radio broadcasting 
station. 
 
The subject easement was originally designated as an alley right-of-way when the subdivision 
was platted in 1924 and was subsequently vacated in 1971 (Attachment D). The current 
ingress/egress easement was recorded in 2013 granted by the then property owner, WTIS-AM 
Inc. to the City of St. Petersburg explicitly for “public purposes, specifically, for operation and 
maintenance of a stormwater ditch, in, upon and above” the land. The “public purposes shall 
include, but (are) not limited to vehicle and pedestrian ingress and egress” (see Attachment E). 
 
The majority of the easement was supported for vacation by a 6-0 vote by the Development 
Review Commission at the July 15, 2020 Hearing and subsequently vacated by City Council by 
the approval of Ordinance 1127-V at the October 1, 2020 Council Hearing (Attachment H). The 
remainder of the easement originally recorded in 2013 was not shown on the approved sketch 
and description for vacation (Attachment I). The property is undergoing a re-platting that is being 
reviewed concurrently to this request during which Staff recognized the easement was not 
wholly included in previous vacation approvals. 
 
The area of the right-of-way previously approved for vacation via Ordinance 1127-V is depicted 
in the attached document (Attachment H). The area of right-of-way proposed for vacation is 
depicted in the attached sketch & description (Attachment I). 
 
Analysis.  Staff’s review of a vacation application is guided by: 

A. The City’s Land Development Regulations (LDR’s); 
B. The City’s Comprehensive Plan; and 
C. Any adopted neighborhood or special area plans. 

 
Applicants bear the burden of demonstrating compliance with the applicable criteria for vacation 
of public right-of-way.  In this case, the material submitted by the applicant (Attachment C) does 
provide background or analysis supporting a conclusion that vacating the subject right-of-way 
would be consistent with the criteria in the City Code, the Comprehensive Plan, or any 
applicable special area plan. 
 
A.  Land Development Regulations 
Section 16.40.140.2.1E of the LDR’s contains the criteria for reviewing proposed vacations.  
The criteria are provided below in italics, followed by itemized findings by Staff. 
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1.  Easements for public utilities including stormwater drainage and pedestrian easements may 
be retained or required to be dedicated as requested by the various departments or utility 
companies. 

 
The Engineering and Capital Improvements Department has reviewed the request for 
vacation and provided conditions of approval (Attachment F). 

 
2.  The vacation shall not cause a substantial detrimental effect upon or substantially impair or 

deny access to any lot of record as shown from the testimony and evidence at the public 
hearing. 

 
 The requested vacation will not cause a substantial detrimental effect upon nor affect the 

access to any lot of record. 
 
3.  The vacation shall not adversely impact the existing roadway network, such as to create 

dead-end rights-of-way, substantially alter utilized travel patterns, or undermine the integrity 
of historic plats of designated historic landmarks or neighborhoods. 

 
The vacation will not adversely impact the existing roadway network as determined by the 
Transportation and Parking Management comments of no objection.   

 
4.  The easement is not needed for the purpose for which the City has a legal interest and, for 

rights-of-way, there is no present or future need for the right-of-way for public vehicular or 
pedestrian access, or for public utility corridors.  

 
The need for the subject easement will be satisfied by conditions of approval outlined by the 
Engineering memorandum dated June 17, 2020 (Attachment F). 

 
5.  The POD, Development Review Commission, and City Council shall also consider any other 

factors affecting the public health, safety, or welfare.  
 

No other factors have been raised for consideration. 
 
B.  Comprehensive Plan 
 
Utility Element, Drainage Sub-Element Policy D6.1 states, “The City shall require redeveloped 
sites, other than single family lots up to a quadruplex that is not part of a larger common plan of 
development, to incorporate water quantity and quality controls, recognizing case by case 
limitations or payments in lieu of improvements. All sites are required to retrofit for water quality 
to the degree it is being redeveloped.” 
 
The future development of the subject property will require stormwater capacity considerations 
in the permitting process. The conditions of approval provided by the Engineering and Capital 
Improvements Department address the need for future stormwater considerations when the site 
is developed whether the easement is approved for vacation or not. 
 
C.  Adopted Neighborhood or Special Area Plans 
 
There are no neighborhood or special area plans which affect vacation of right-of-way in this 
area of the City. 
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